Letter for people riding:

Dear Friends (or salutation of your choice),

On Sunday, May 23, 2010 I will ride my bike (insert number) miles in the PGLA Foundation’s Geared Up for Kids Ride to help find a cure for the most commonly diagnosed pediatric brain tumor.

I am specifically riding as a member of “Team Lucy” a cause that is dear to my heart.  Lucy Katcher is the 6-year-old daughter of (my friend, cousin, etc.) and was diagnosed with a PLGA brain tumor in May, 2006. I’ve attached a link to her family’s story about their fight to find a cure for Lucy so you can better understand just how much impact your individual donation will have. (www.TeamLucy.org)

This year, thousands of children like Lucy will be diagnosed with life-threatening brain tumors. Despite their struggle, little research is underway to find more effective treatments and a cure. The chemotherapy drugs now used were developed more than 20 years ago and, at best, they are only 70% effective and highly toxic for the kids who must rely on them for treatment. For some brain tumors, such as Pediatric Low Grade Astrocytomas (PLGAs), until several years ago, there was no direct research occurring at all. 

That is why Lucy’s family, along with others facing this diagnosis, founded the PLGA Foundation in 2007. Since that time the Foundation has raised close to $9 million for pediatric brain tumor research; funded 13 research grants at top cancer centers around the globe; supported three international conferences for researchers to collaborate and share data on their work in this field; and established the first dedicated PLGA research program at Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston.

Funds raised by Team Lucy will support this research and could literally save the lives of thousands of children fighting brain tumors. Team Lucy has set a goal of raising $100,000 through this ride and your donation, regardless of the amount, is important to us!

You can help Lucy and other kids by sponsoring my ride in support of Team Lucy. Please go to http://GearedUpForKids.kintera.org/Ride2010/teamlucy and scroll to the bottom of the page for my name. If you do not have computer access, you can donate by writing a check made payable to the PLGA FOUNDATION-Team Lucy and sending it to Team Lucy, 25 Standish Road, Needham, MA 02492. Please note that you are donating in support of my ride.

On behalf of Lucy and the other children living with brain tumors, please forward this information to anyone who might want to hear Lucy’s story and help this important cause. For more information go to www.teamlucy.org 

Together, we can make a difference. Thank you for your support.

(Insert Name and contact information)
